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OFFICERS:

President: John Sagendorf
Howe Caverns, NY 518-296-8900
johns@howecaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Vice President: Brad Wuest
Natural Bridge Caverns, TX 210-651-6101
bwuest@naturalbridgecaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Secretary Treasurer: Susan Berdeaux
Diamond Caverns, KY 866-552-2837
susan@cavern.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Past President: Richard (Dick) Bell
Seneca Caverns, OH 419-483-6711
senecacaverns@hmcltd.net
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Region One:
(CT, DE, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA,RI,VT)
Ann Molosky - Lincoln Caverns, PA
814-643-0268 info@lincolncaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Two: (MD, VA, WV, KY)
Gary Berdeaux - Diamond Caverns, KY
270-749-2233 gary@diamondcaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Three: (IN, MI, OH)
Claudia Yundt - Squire Boone Caverns, IN
812-732-4382 claudia@squireboone.com

CONVENTION 2005
Our Kentucky hosts are making final preparations for our annual meeting
October 17-21. Speakers have been confirmed, transportation for field trips
arranged and, most importantly, menus have been selected! Fall is beautiful
in Kentucky, with warm days and slightly cooler evenings. Registrations are
still coming in. Along with the usual gang, there will be new folks and folks
we haven’t seen for awhile. We do know no matter who shows up, it will be
the usual “family” reunion.
As part of the evening’s entertainment at Diamond Caverns, there will be a
showing of the new, award-winning film, “Signs of Caves” to complement
an exhibit of cave signs in the lobby. In addition to the exhibit, there will
also be historical displays of selected NCA member caves.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Four: (AR, IL, IA,MO, MS, LA )
Steve Thompson - Fantastic Caverns, MO
417-833-2010
sthompson@fantasticcaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Five: (MT, WY, NE, MN, WI)
Joe Klimczak - Cave of the Mounds, WI
608-437-3038 joe@caveofthemounds.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Six : (WA, ID, OR, NV, CA, HI, AK)
Bruce Brand – Moaning Cavern
209-736-2708 troll5@goldrush.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Seven: (UT, CO, AZ, NM, SD, ND)
Steve Beckley - Glenwood Caverns, CO
800-530-1635 mantapet@aol.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Eight: (TX, OK, KS)
Michelle Devaney - Longhorn Caverns, TX
830-598-CAVE
michelle@longhorncaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Nine: (AL, FL, GA, NC, SC, TN, PR)
Jack Steiner Jr. - Ruby Falls, TN
423-825-1958 jackjr@rubyfalls.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

International:
Jeanne Gurnee - TN
615-264-0019 jgurnee@aol.com

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

While the site selection committee has approved of convention locations
through 2009, they are still looking for bids for future meetings. If you are
interested in being a host, please contact Joye Wuest at Natural Bridge
Caverns, 210-651-6101 or jwuest@naturalbridgecaverns.com

BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE
All meetings will be held in salon A - Holiday Inn (convention headquarters)
Sunday, October 16,
6pm – 9pm
Executive committee/Regional Directors meeting
Monday, October 17,
9am - 12pm
1pm - 2pm
2pm - 3pm
3pm - 4pm
4pm - 5pm

Insurance Committee
New Products Committee
Budget Committee
Site Selection Committee
Nominating Committee

Committee meetings will be followed by the welcoming reception at 5pm.

MEMBERSHIP SURVEYS
Has everyone returned the membership survey that Steve Thompson sent this summer? Even though the
deadline has passed, Steve would probably be happy to accept your data. The more responses we get, the
better picture of our industry we get. Contact Steve at 417-833-2010 or sthompson@fantasticcaverns.com .

REINSTATEMENT
The NCA would like to welcome Alabaster Caverns State Park, OK back. Vice-president Brad Wuest made a
site inspection this summer and was pleased to recommend their reinstatement

TIA AND KATRINA
On September 8, Travel Industry Association announced a free job bank to help workers displaced by
Hurricane Katrina. The bank was launched on September 15. You may post job listings at
www.katrinajobs.org. TIA will be encouraging displaced workers to use the site to post resumes and find
opportunities. This will be a very public expression of travel and tourism’s commitment to long-term recovery,
according to Roger Dow, president of TIA.

IN THE NEWS
In the August 2005 issue of Rural Missouri, there was an article about Wings of the World, Talking Rocks
Cavern’s new outdoor bird exhibit. The park is home to more than 120 exotic birds, some rare, from Asia,
Africa South America and Australia. The exhibits are along a wheelchair-accessible, ¼ mile path. Each day,
there are four “Wings of Magic” show, giving visitors a chance to see these birds in action.
Lost Sea Cave was featured in both the USA Today (Aug. 24) and the Southeast Missourian (Sept. 4). The
article was an Associated Press story so it may have had even more press than the editor is aware of. Gary
Berdeaux was quoted as a regional director of NCA. The author was very thorough, giving directions, hours of
operation and admission prices in addition to providing information on the cave tour.
The Spring 2005 edition of American Caves (the newsletter of the American Cave Conservation Association
did a nice feature on Tumbling Creek Cave, Tom Aley’s underground office. As we all know, Tom is the alpha
radiation specialist under contract with the NCA to do radiation studies. The authors gave a history of Ozark
Underground Laboratory and the activities that Tom and his wife Cathy are involved in.

OPENINGS
Acting Superintendent Bruce Powell, Mammoth Cave National
Park, opened the first half of the Mammoth Cave Railroad Bike
and Hike Trail on September 24, National Public Lands Day.
Volunteer labor from the Boy Scouts, Sierra Club, Target store
employees, the Bowling Green League of Bicyclists and
Western Kentucky University all helped with the trail. The
pathway follows the remaining portions of the Mammoth Cave
Railroad. The completed 4.5 mile section is designed for family
use and will eventually extend to the park headquarters near the
hotel. Free Discovery Cave tours were offered that day in honor
of National Public Lands Day.

NEW HOWE CAVERNS TOUR OPENS
Also opening in early August was the new Adventure Tour at Howe Caverns. The Adventure Tour is a
crawl/walk, off-trail, 300 foot long passage leading to The Great Rotunda, a 107 foot high dome - one of the
largest known in the northeast. This passage has not been available for public viewing in more than 125 years
when discoverer Lester Howe reportedly led visitors through the passage and then fired flares and Roman
candles high up into the Rotunda in order to see the top. today's guides use a one-million candlepower hand
held beam to see the top. Howe Caverns General Manager, John Sagendorf reports that the opening receive
much press, including the AP, there has been much public interest, and business is brisk. More information is
available on the Howe Caverns Web site at: http://www.howecaverns.com/visit_us/tickets.php#adventure.

SIGN UP NOW - and maybe for "FREE"
The 2005 National Cave and Karst Management Symposium will be held in Albany, NY from October 31
through November 4. (http://www.nckms.org/2005/index.html)
This will be a premier symposium, full of great talks, pertinent workshops and superb papers, not to mention
the networking opportunities with those involved and interested in caves, cave management and karst
management.
Maybe Go "FREE" (no registration cost). The NCA, as a financial and organizational sponsor is entitled to
four (4) registration free enrollments, (participants must of course be responsible for transportation to and from
the event as well as accommodation costs). To see if there are still 'registration free' enrollments available,
contact Susan Berdeaux at susan@cavern.com or call her at 866-552-2837.
Check it out and SIGN UP NOW!

FINAL THOUGHTS
As we begin another season with an uncertain economy, skyrocketing gas prices and war still being waged,
some of us may wonder how we will keep our heads above water. This issue’s final thoughts pertain to risk.
There are risks and costs to a program of action. But they are far less than the long-range risks and costs of
comfortable inaction.
John F. Kennedy (1917 -1963)
The policy of being too cautious is the greatest risk of all.
Jawaharlal Nehru (1889 - 1964)
And the day came when the risk to remain tight in a bud was more painful than the risk it took to blossom.
Anais Nin (1903 – 1977)

